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THE ALLI[S' OFFER
President Suggested as

Arbitrator,
IS OPPOSED TO IT
Would Be Put in an Awk-

ward Position.

FAVORS HAGUE COURT

WOULD PROBABLY YIELD TO

AVERT HOSTILITIES.

Meanwhile the Punitive Measures

Adopted by the Powers in Regard
to Venezuela Will Go On.

President Roosevelt has proposed to the
allied powers that the Venezuelan disputes
be submitted to The Hague tribunal for
arbitration. The powers have rep'ied with
a counter-proposition, suggesting that Pres-
ident Roosevelt act as arbitrator.
These were the developments overnight

in the Venezuelan matter, and they seem

to justify the prediction heretofore made in
The Star that the critical point had been
passed, a certain index being found in the
active renewal of diplomatic exchanges.
President Roosevelt does not wish to act
as arbitrator in this matter, for as such
he would be at once judge, jury and con-

stable. and would be under the moral ob-
ligation to execute his own judgment.
In The Hague tribunal there is at hand

a completely equipped and operative ma-

chine, which, better than any other mech-
anism, could treat a matter of the impor-
tance of the Venezuelan dispute. That is
the President's belief, and he feels that
such a reference would vastly strengthen
the cause of arbitration, which the United
States of all nations is most disposed to
I&dter.

Would Yield to Avert War.
Still, rather than see the present dispute

p'deed tb extremes 'it is probable that
the President will reluctantly assume the
duties of arbitrator, full as they are of
dangers and difficulties. It Is fully realized
that any decision rendered by him in that
capacity would be sure to bring him the
enmity of one or the other of the parties
to the controversy, and that fact was
pointed out to the President early in the
week by a leading senator who had been
called into consultation.
Nevertheless, to prevent bloodshed and the

destruction of property and the interference
with great commercial interests that would
have resulted, it is believed that the Presi-
dent would assume the charge, providing
his own view cannot prevati.

Punitive Measures to Go On.
An important fact developed today is that

the punitive measures about to be instituted,
and in fact now in force in some degree,
will not be suspended by the allies until a
definite agreement is reached as to arbitra-
tion. It is trute that the allies have ac-
cepted the principle of arbitration, but they
have not Indicated that fact in writing, and
until they have joined in an agreement, re-
duced to due form, the program already
outlined and now in process of execution
will go forward even to the extent of it full
blockade of the Venezuelan ports named in
the proclamation

Venesuela Notifled.
Venezu'la has also been told, through

Minister Bowen. that the President would
welcome a reference of the dispute to The
Hague tribunal. She has not replied di-
rectly, but it is not doubted that the reply
would be favorable if the other parties
consented to such reference.
If an agreement is reached on arbitration

the procedure would be for Mr. Bowen,
representing Venezuela as a plenipoten-
tiary, to sign with the representatives of
the allies a protocol stating that the case
is to be submitted to arbitration; that Ven-
ezuela admits the right of diplomatic in-
tervention in behalf of a claimant, a prin-cipal she has always resisted, and that
the details of the arbitration shall be ar-
ranged in a formal treaty, which she
pledges herself to sign. This treaty wili
provide in the greatest detail for the se-
curity of foreign interests against vexa-
tious and extortionate interference on the
part of the Venesuelan government here-
after and will insure the administration of
exact justice in the settlement of claims,
and especially will it releve foreign resi-
dents of Venezuela from forced loans and
persecution in times of revolutions.

TO *AID MINISTER EOWEN.

hint. Johnston Arrives at La Guaira
in the Albany.

'The following cablegram has been re-
ceived at the Navy Department from Ad-
miral Dewey, dated San Juan, December 19:
"Torpedo boat destroyer not available for

duty assigned. Lyeut. Marbury Johnston
has sailed in Albany."
This action is in accordance with instruc-

tIons sent by the department. Several days
ago United States Minister Bowen request-
ed that some one be sent to assist him in the
dicharge of the numerous important duties
that have suddenly devolved upon him in
the Venezuelan imbroglio and an officer was
detailed from the Marietta, at La Guyas,
for the purpose temporarily. It was sug-gested to Admiral Dewey that he send a
torpedo boat destroyer on another vessel
team Culebra with a relief for the officer
dispatched from the Marietta, the last
named vessel not being able to spare an
officer for a long stay. Admiral Dewey
was directed to send a torpedo boat de-
stroyer with the naval attache because of
the speed of that type of vessel, but the
A.lbanay being available it was decided to
dispatch her instead, bbe. being a fast
cruiser. It is stated that no significance
attaches to the voyage of the Albany, and
that she will return to her proper station
when the duty stated is completed unless
future events should make it necessary for
her to remain at La Guayra to co-operate
with the Marietta.
The Albany is a protected cruiser of 8,-

437 tons displacement. She carries a bat-
tery of tea gus.

Let. Johnestes who ha. besn sebeseiefrthis important & is navigater af
aited to the Itval amanal from
In 18?8, and is deseie as a eool,dispoete, leve bead cPeer. His aurhiaI at

4rases is anxioudig awated Is' x~Mins
ne 1he has under his ere the sata:gaseopstofGreat ruiaa Germang,

his own country, which makes his position
a difficult one.

Lieut. Tohnston Landed.
A telegram was received at the Navy De-

partment this afternoon from the comman-

der of the cruiser Albany, announcing the
arrival of that vessel at La Guaira, the
landing there of Lieut. Johnston to duty as
naval attache at the United States embassy
at Caracas, and the subsequent departure
of the Albny for her station at Culebra.

BLOCKADE PROCLAIMED.

Formal Declaration From the Foreign
Office of Great Britain.

LONDON, December 20.-The official
proclamation of the blockade of Venezuela
ports was gazetted this morning and be-
comes effective today.
The text of the proclamation is as fol-

lows:
"FOREIGN OFFICE, December 20, 1902.
"It is hereby notified that as the United

States of Venezuela have failed to comply
with the demands of his majesty's govern-
ment, a blockade by his majesty's naval
forces of the ports of La Guaira, Carepero,
Guanta, Cumana and Carupano and the
mouths c'f the Orinoco is declared, and such
blockade will be effectively maintained
from and after the 20th of December, sub-
ject to the allowance of the following days
of grace:
"For vessels sailing before the date of

this notification from West Indian ports
and ports on the east coast of the conti-
nent of America-ten days for steamers and
twenty days for sailing vessels.
"From all other ports-twenty days for

steamers and forty days for sailing vessels.
"For vessels lying in the ports now de-

claLred to be blockaded-fifteen days.
"Vessels which attempt to violate the

blockade will render themselves liable to
all measures authorized by the law of na-
tions and by the respective treaties between
his majesty and the different neutral pow-
ers."
France Will Not Send a Warship.
PARIS. December 20.-A cable message

from Fort de France. Martinique, announces
that the French cruiser Troude. which was

assigned a few days ago to protect French
citizens in Venezuela, will now remain
outside of Venezuelan waters, as all anxiety
regarding the welfare of the French citi-
zens has been dispelled.
The foreign office here has received from

the charge d'affaires at Caracas confirma-
tion -of the announcements that President.
Castro has conferred complete powers on
Minister Bowen to arrange the terms for
arbitration. The dispatch adds that the
president expressed confident belief that
the exercise by the United States of the
powers granted to Minister Bowen un-

doubtedly will secure an adjustment of the
questions in dispute.
Informal exchanges of views between the

chancelleries of Rome, London and Paris
indicate the willingness of the British, Ital-
ian and French governments to agree to
the creation of a mixed commission as a
means of adjusting the difficulties.
PANAMA, December 20.-News received

here from the Venezuelan frontier is to fthe
effect that the revolutionary movement
against Piesident Castro is now more pow-
erful tlem ever. Gen. Matos is said to be
at the bead of a strong army, and to be on

good terms with the representatives of the
foreign powers.

It is believed among the Venezuelan rev-
olutionists that the present movement
against Castro will be successful.

ANARCHIST KILLS SWEETHEART.

Former Pupil Shoots Teacher in Street
in Philadelphia.

PHILADELPHIA, December 20.-Voltal-
rine le Cleyre, the avowed anarchist and
teacher of music, who was yesterday after-
noon fatally shot by Herman Helcher, whd
also professes anarchistic tendencies, is still
alive at the Hahnemann Hospital today,
but the surgeons say she has but a slight
chance of recovery.
The shooting occurred on the street and

was witnesses by a number of persons.
Miss le Cleyre was awaiting a car whe*
Helcher approached and began firing from
a'revolver. Three of the five bullets which
he discharged took effect. Helcher was ar-
rested and taken before the dying woman,
but she declined to accuse him of having
shot her.
Miss le Cleyre has attained notoriety

through her anarchistic utterances and her
intimacy with prominent anarchists of the
country. Her wri:ings are Eald to be kreown
to anarchists all over the world. It is said
she came to this city about fifteen years
ago from Michigan. Her father Is dead, but
her mother lives somewhere in the west.
Helcher is a cigarmaker and was born in
Russia. For a time he lived in Boston,
coming to this city eight years ago.

TROLLEY CAR RUN DOWN.

Three Women Probably Fatally In-
jured in Weehawken.

NEW YORK. December 20.-Three women
were perhaps fatally injured and fifty-
seven other passengers were bruised and
badly shaken up in a trolley car accident
in Weehawken at midnight. The other vic-
tims, mostly women, were cut and bruised,
but not seriously injured.
The three whose condition is today re-

ported critical are:
Mrs. Lambert Schmidt. wife of a tele-

phone manufacturer, internally injured and
shoulder dislocated.
Mrs. H. L. Newkirk, internal -injuries.
Mrs. A. Rohner, suffering from shock and

skull badly injured.
All were of Weehawken.
The accident occurred at a point where

the trolley company's tracks cross those of
the Erie railroad.
When the trolley car reached the tracks

the motorman stopped his car to allow a
freight train to pass. The last three cars
of the freight train broke loose some dis-
tance east of the crossing, and were not
noticed by the train crew. After t-he cars
passed by the motorman of the trolley car
thought it was the last of the train and
started to cross the trpcks. When he got
his csr in the middle of the crossing the
three freight cars which had broken loose
from the train came rolling along, and be-
fore he could get his car over the crossing
it was struck with terrific force by the
freight cars.

ROUGH WEATHER AT SEA.

French Liner La Uavoie Had a Stormy
Passage.

NEW YORK, December 20.-The French
line steamer La Savote, from Havre, ar-
rived today after very rough weather
throughout the passage. 'Heavy westerly
gale, and very rough seas were encoun-
tered, and the waves frequently swept over
the vessel. At one time the stemmer was
obliged to change her course and head up
to the wind, slowing the engines, to ride
out the gale. The seas damaged the biridge
and some of the port lights in the offBeers'
rooms. One steerage passenger had his
hand caught in a slamming iron door and
several of his Angers were cut off.

Forger Comnmits Uuicide.
LONDON. December 20.-The three bank

note forgers who were committed for trial
December 10, pleaded guUty and were sen-
tenced today, Philip eueito wa
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were seen to get in a vehicle and drive
away. These two men always accompany
the President and Secretary Cortelyou,
and here was corroboration that the sus-
picions that had been aroused were oor-
rect. It was next noticed that Secret Ser-
vice Detectives Taylor and Tyree were
not around the White' House. So they
must be at the train. The reporters began
to get busy. All inquiries in the Presi-
dent's offices failed to elicit satisfactory
replies. All of the employes really appear-
ed to know nothing. There was no at-
tempt to conceal something in the way
they answered.
At the White House proper it was learned

that the President and Mrs. Roosevelt and
all the children except little Quentin had
gotten into carriages, accompanied by Sec-
retary Cortelyou and Assistant Secretary
Loeb, and driven away. Nobody knew
where they had gone.
"I'm off," said one newspaper man, and he

made for a passing car.
"So am I," said another.

Found at Railroad Station.
"I'll stay here wh!le you fellows work the

depots," said another, and the two men
who had taken cars on Pennsylvania ave-
nue were soon at the Pennsylvania rail-
way station. There they found the party
boarding a special train on the Southern
railway. Secretary Cortelyou no longer
made a secret of the matter.
He said the President and his family were

going to Rapidan, Va., to spend today
and Sunday with one of their old friends,
Joseph Wilmer, who has a large planta-
tion near Rapidan. The President simply
wanted a day or two of rest. With the
President and Mrs. Roosevet were Theo-
dore, Jr., Kermit. Ethel and Archie. As-
sistant Secretary Loeb went along with
them, and Mr. Cortelyou returned to the
White House.
No newspaper men went on the train

and none followed on other trains. It was
the first trip the President had ever made
that he had gotten well beyond the sight
of the reporters. He is eighty miles from
Washington and enjoying a respite from
official duties.
The President expects to return to Wash-

ington on Monday morning. The strain
upon him, both mentally and physically,
since Congress convened and during the
crisis in Venezuelan affairs has been very
great, and he felt the necessity for some
relief from those cares.
The trip was made on a special train of

two cars over the Southern railway.
Few people at the railroad station had

any idea that the President was to leave
the city, and, in consequence, the only peo-
ple about the train when it pulled out were
four or five ne*spaper men and some of
the White House attaches. As the train
moved from the station the President ap-
peared on the rear platform of the last car
and, in response to greetings from the little
coterie of friends, raised his hat in fare-
well.

CANAL COMMISSION EXPENS'MS.

Resolution Calling on Secretary of
State for Information.

Representative Hepburn, chairman of the
House committee on interstate and foreign
commerce, today introduced a resolution
directing the Secretary of State to furnish
the House with a statement of the expenses
of the isthmian canal commission, of which
Rear Admiral J. G. Walker was chairman.
The resolution provides that the statement
shall show all expenditures made by the
commission or authorized to be paid, and
particularly all allowances or payments for
all personal service, Including payments
for board, rations, transportation, supplies,
wages, salary and allowances of evYry

dinadd tW Iiin paid; ilsO a!i payments
of every character made to the members
of the ist"man ooamelon or inuring to
tPie befn of sayf of them.

TRANSPORTATION CONTRACTS.

Secretary Root Will Ask Congress for
More Authority.

Secretary Root Intends to ask Congress to
modify existing law so as to authorize the
Secretary of War to contract for the trans-
portation of troops and supplies for a longer
period than one year in order that he may
be enabled to make better terms for such
service than is possible under the present
system of annual contracts. The legisla-
tion is desired for the purpose- of securing
more advantageous rates for the service
between the Pacific coast and the Philip-
pines in case the department should decide
to discontinue the government service and
dispose of its trarsports either by sale or
charter, to the highest bidder. As already
announced, a contract has been made with
the Boston Steanship Company for such
shipments to the Philippines as the depart-
ment may desire to make by way of ports
on Puget sound.

ELIZZA1D IN THE ROCKIES.

Railroads in Wyoming and Colorado
-locked by Snow.

DENVER, Colo., December 2.-The bliz-
zard which has been raging in Wyoming
for twenty-four hours has reached northern
and eastern Colorado, and all railways run-

ning into Denver are either blocked or bad-
ly delayed. The incoming. Rock Island
trains ia stuck- in the snow at Goodland,
Kan., and the train which should have lefi
here at 9.30 o'clock last night over that
road was abandoned. The Union Pacific
is blockaded between here and Cheyenne.
All the mountain roads are badly crippled.
Sn'ow plows have been ordered to the scend
of blockades.
SANTA FE, N. M., December 20.-Ten

inches of snow has fallen in Taos and Mora
counties. The snowfall was the heaviest
since 1892.

Personal Kention.
Mr. A. R. Shattuck of New York and Mr.

William Burry of Chicago are at the Ar-
lington.
Mr. F. P. Smith of Chicago and Mr. JTas.

P. Scott of Hot Springs, Va., are at the
New Willard. --

Mr. D. B. Williams of Connellsville, Pa.,
and Mr. William F. Sheehan of New York
are at the Raleigh.
Mr. Jesse E. Potbury basn left Washington

for South Carolina and Georgia, where he
will spend his Christmas holidays. During
his stay in Georgia Mr. Potbury expects to
speak at the Young Men's Chritian A&sso-
ciations at Atlanta. Macon and Augusta.
He will return to Washington shortly after
the 1st of January.

DIstrict A Mpodtin &ari
The hearings on the District spnapria-

tion bal were adjourned yesterday to Jan-
uary 6 at 10 o'clock., when the school trus-
tees ansd the memabers of the board of ehar'-
itles will be heard.
A request has been mane by a number of

members of various citisema' ====eiat==
to be be on" the -attw of Ditrc
anas, and Jasnaey 7 -,a be est as the

data fdr a,bsesfag eis abanstr.

4dneed a' bII to egn isr mettaemn- etmo sa1 ima Elowa,.Ce-~~e~'adInrations im

When you get a "special Ogr
re or "cut rate" on advertds-

ing space, it is safe to assume
that some competitor in your
business is getting still more

favorable terms. The only safe
rule is to deal where the same

rate is charged to everybody for
the same service.

DOING ALL THEY CAN
Coal Operators Not Holding

Back Product.

SUPPLY CUT IN HALF

STRIKE PREVENTED THE USUAL
SUMMEB SURPLU&

The Situation Necessitates Patience
and Self-Denial-Outlook Not

Very Encouraging.

Special From a Staff Correspondent.
NEW YORK. December 2.-The prai-

dents of the anthracite coal.compin!es have
taken some steps to ascertain the dis-
position of the output of the coal mines.
This inquiry was Instituted for the purpose
of satisfying themselves of the truth or

falsity of reports that somebody was hold-
ing up the coal supply. This action was

inspired by considerations of humanity.
notwithstanding the prevailing idea that the
coal presidents are heartless and soulless
monopolists.
The idea that any individual firm or cor-

poration could hold back the supply of coal
in anticipation of possible severe weather
and exorbitant prices later on was so ab-
horrent even the much-reviled trust mag-
nates could hardly bring themselves to be-
lieve that any human being could be so
overcome with cupidity as to perpetrate an

outrage of that kind upon suffering hu-
manity. However, in order to make sure,
and take no chances on human nature, the
railway presidents have looked into the sit-
uation thoroughly.
The following may be accepted as an au-

thoritative, truthful statement:

No Hold-Up of Coal.
"There is no hold-up of the coal output

in a general or to a material degree. It is
not believed that there are many individual
caees of withholding of supplies by local
dealers. As to the latter, the people in each
community can best judge for themselves;
they can see the stocks in the dealers'
yards or by a little inquiry ascertain the
stocks on the railway sidings in the vicia-
ity.
"It is certain that there is no withholding

of supplies by the operators, the railways
or the agents who act as intermediaries
between the producers and the retail deal-
ers." -

"The following series of questions, which
I propounded, and 'answers to them by the
authority above referred to may interest
the consumers of Washington:
"Is the present output of coal at the

mines up to the neemal?"
"It is about 1A tons a day above the

normal for this sesoa of the year."
"What becomes of the coal?"
"It is hurried tp the =asiet abai-

ed in small quantities e rapi that its
presence is hardly .nted. It must be is-
nerniberd 'ftat every family started with as
empty coal cellar when winter fairly set p,
Usually the hea y tt re of coal hSs
a steek ot +Iii tOf the Qes
ducers at this sedlon of the year only k=
up the average consumption. Now the
work of the producers must not only keep
up the average consumption, but t ave-
age consumptit is i pse cc
the original defAcit In su y.
"The public has an idea,' I suggested.

"that some one is keeping caal from the
retail dealer; people coming in en the
trains say that they pass miles of eost
cars on the sidings."

Capacity of a Mile of Cars.
"Do you know how many tons of eoal

there are in a mile of coal cars?" was the
reply.
"There are just 4,350 tons in your mile at

coal cars. Now it takes just ten miles at
coal cars to supply New York far a day.
The strings of coal cars observed on the
sidings apzproaching Washington were met
being held up by anylsody or anything ex-
cept physical conditions-the inability to
handle, unload and deliver their .contents.
"The total output of coal for the pd

eleven months of 1902 was s$,.1U1,450 toss.
The output for the same period, 1901, wasn
40,445,148 tons. The difference, et course,
comes about from the long period of idle
ness of the mines. I venture to say that
90% per cent of the Mily output is gos
into the hands of the consumer just as fast
as steam can haul it, dumps can unload it
and teams can deliver it on the sidewalk.
The railrOads cannot hold it back because
they have not thet cars to store it in, and,
furthermore, because they are interested Ia
getting the freights for its transportation.
"The middlemen are not holding it up,

because they are afraid of a big slump in
prices that would follow a warm spell in
January. I ventura to say that the ue-
tailers are not holding it up, if for no other
reason-taking the most cold-blooded iew
of it-than that the pressure from their
customers will not permit such action.
"Our estimate of the present daily ships-

ment of coal is as follows: To New York.
Jersey City and Long Island, 45,000 toss;
Philadelphia. 21,000 tons; Boston, 10M66
tons; New Jersey. 5,000 tons; New Eng-
land, 18,750 tons; Buffalo, 5,000 toss; west-
ern states, 28,000 tons; southern states.
15,000 tons; Canada. 3,000) tons; miscella-
neous, including local, 75,000 tons. Total.
228,750 tons.
"Now, to come to the consumers' stand-

point, what is the prospect for the house-
hoder for the rest of this winter?" I asked.

P"rospects Unfavorable.
"Exceedingly unfavorable," was the s-

ply.
"What can the householder do?" was the

next question of a practical nature.
"I can only say he should be patient ad

above ali not to exercise cupidity. In other
words, he must be willing to bear his share
of the common burden of self-denial and not
insist upon filling his own coal cellar fulL
That will certainly result in his neighbor
having none. The visible supply is almost
cut in half. The very poor will suffer less
in reality than the middle class. There wUl
be always some one to look out for the
destitute. It is your middle-class hous-
holder who will feel the pinch.
"You are not vary comforting" was sag-
'The Star asked for the truth," ressosi-

ad be, "ad there it is." lWth thb ededitiab
confroe.nn the public. tIle Stadis on
Compny proceeds to ple further burdOes
on the people. The ur.s et ineed baesises
to jobbers was yesterdaV advanded ome oust
aa,Esresm today is easted at a

aguetanhas gree.Mnd at any
thewithin tweet? paars

Dow n Wall street todmy -en we
were.gub hmesetf that nase
to tbe StmB ompany The lespet

m =uad~' *at itwoi.if the rails

ginad 05 Os g IW.M a yen


